
Easter – Christianity's Greatest Holiday in Međugorje 
 
'If it is from God it shall flow, if not it shall disappear' 

 

 
A bronze statue of the Resurrected Saviour, the work of Slovenian sculptor Andrej Ajdič, was installed behind St Jacob's church on 
Easter of 1998, around which an area was created for prayer of the Way of the Cross. 

 
For this holiday, holy mass is celebrated in Međugorje in ten languages and is attended by tens of thousands of the 
faithful from here and from abroad. Pilgrims visit Brdo Ukazanja (Apparition Hill) and Križevac Hill to pray. 
 
Easter, the greatest of the Catholic holidays, will be celebrated in Međugorje with feasts of the Eucharist, prayers 
and reconciliation with God. Holy masses will be celebrated in ten languages, with pilgrims regularly arriving to 
celebrate Easter in Međugorje from Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Italy, Ireland, the USA, Korea, Spain, Lebanon, 
Slovakia, France, Poland, Ukraine and other lands. Many of the faithful spend the entire day on their knees, kneeling 
in prayer before the statue of the Virgin Mary at the church in Međugorje. Pilgrims visit Brdo Ukazanja (Apparition 
Hill) and Križevac Hill to pray. Many groups also pray at the statue celebrating the resurrection behind the church in 
Međugorje. 
 
'The story of the century' 
 
A bronze statue of the Resurrected Saviour, the work of Slovenian sculptor Andrej Ajdič, was installed behind St 
Jacob's church on Easter of 1998. An area was created around it for Easter of 2002 for personal and group prayer of 
the Way of the Cross for those who could not make the trip up Križevac Hill. They wait there in a queue, in prayer, to 
touch the right knee of the statue of Jesus, from which a fluid flows similar to water. Some take some of the fluid on 
a cloth to take home. Many say that, 'If it is from God it shall flow, if not it shall disappear.' 
It has been just short of thirty-six years since the first news of the apparition of Our Lady the Queen of Peace – six 
witnesses claim to have seen the apparition – at Podbrdo (also known as Brdo Ukazanja or Apparition Hill) in 
Bijakoviće in the Međugorje parish. The ardent advocates of Međugorje and the apparitions that occurred there 
have said that the appearance of the Queen of Peace (the Virgin Mary) and the messages she sent through the six 
children was the 'story of the century.' The six seers from Međugorje have spent over three and a half decades 
engaged in meetings with pilgrims. From their initial assertions of the meeting with the Virgin Mary to this day they 
have dedicated their time to prayer and in conversations with the millions of people that have come to Međugorje 
from all corners of the world. They are always spoken of as the children who saw the apparition, but they are now 
adults with the experience of starting families and have together brought eighteen children into the world. Vicka, 
Marija and Ivan continue to assert that they have daily apparitions, while Mirjana, Ivanka and Jakov say that they are 
visited once a year. 'The seers from Međugorje are not engaged in manipulation,' says Dr Philippe Loron, a noted 
French physician and neurologist, 'as they truly see something, something that is not caused in them by an external 
force. I cannot, of course, say what it is they see,' he concluded. Loron conducted scientific tests of the reactions of 
the seers at times when they claimed to have seen the apparitions.  



 
Millions of pilgrims rush to a harsh stony landscape 
 
Since that 24th of June 1981 the small Međugorje parish in the Herzegovina region of just a few hundred inhabitants 
has been marked on many maps. Millions of pilgrims have rushed to the stony landscape of the region, to a hill that 
materialists would contend was worthless – besides the few bushes, the sparse land and the sun-baked rocks, it has 
little to offer. What Međugorje has provided to many, however, is hope. Seeking a resolution of their many problems 
at St Jacob's church, at Podbrdo or at Križevac Hill – the three focal points of the Međugorje parish – people of all 
colours have come, from common labourers to Hollywood stars. There must have been a billion prayers spoken in all 
languages, seeking spiritual sanctuary, beseeching healing or simply yearning for peace. This continues to this day, 
because the power of Međugorje has not faded. Pilgrims to Međugorje create an image of the hub of the world, 
spread tolerance, appeal through their comportment for the equality of all races and nations, disseminate positive 
vibrations, expound why the seers from Međugorje have become known around the world and what globally 
recognised scientists have said about the apparitions. What you will come to understand, as have most pilgrims to 
Međugorje, is that they do not seek a miracle, but rather peace – something actually miraculous in its simplicity. 
 
Arrests and police interrogations 
 
During the first years there was persecution from the communist authorities – parish priest friar Jozo Zovko was 
condemned to three and a half years in prison, the seers and their families subjected to police interrogation. This in 
no way thwarted the pilgrims – it was they that saw Međugorje cited among the greatest Marian shrines, including 
Lourdes and Fatima. There is no need to be a believer to feel fearful reverence as you climb Podbrdo. Over the past 
thirty-six years the million of pilgrims that have traversed the steep path above Bijakoviće in the Međugorje parish, 
in the south of Bosnia-Herzegovina, have quite simply taken every blade of grass, every pebble, every clump of soil. 
The scene that awaits you will forever be incised into your memory – all that remains is the bare rock as evidence of 
sorts of faith and perseverance, of sufferance. For three and a half decades this impressive path has been trodden by 
at least forty million people. Some say many more. And there were those who made the trip on their knees, 
crawling, barefoot in their expression of profound faith, entrusting themselves to the Virgin Mary. They come by day 
and night, in rain or wind, fearless of heat or frost. 
For all these thirty-six years the heap of stones at the peak and the cross planted at its heart serve only as a reminder 
of the place where Our Lady, as millions believe, showed herself before six children who went for a walk following 
their sheep grazing at pasture. It has been written that on that Wednesday at about six in the afternoon the children 
saw on Podbrdo a 'beautiful young woman with a child in her arms.' She signalled them by hand to come closer but, 
as they said, she said nothing to them on that first day. They were frightened, they admitted, but right away realised 
that this was the Virgin Mary. The story spread quickly among their families, neighbours, in Međugorje and all across 
Herzegovina and the world. The police of the now defunct Yugoslavia learned of it all, leading to the interrogation of 
the children, their parents and the local Franciscan monks. Some were imprisoned, but nothing could stop the world 
from learning about the intriguing events in this Herzegovinian parish. 
 
'I am the Queen of Peace' 
 
Thirty-six years later a river of people continues to scale Podbrdo, the Apparition Hill. The six seers say that in the 
first week the Virgin Mary had told them that she was the 'Queen of Peace'. Since then, largely by word of mouth, 
the parish of Međugorje has become the 'fastest growing Christian shrine in the world'. The many testimonies of 
miraculous healings have given Međugorje a new dimension. 
In those first days, however, when the six children continued to visit Podbrdo, no one could have imagined that the 
Međugorje parish would become a story of global interest. 'Nobody could have foreseen this development of events. 
Had someone then, in the harsh environment of the communist regime, told me: fear not, for tomorrow pilgrims will 
come from Moscow, Seoul, Tokyo, from all parts of the world, that would have been beyond imagining,' said friar 
Jozo Zovko, the parish priest in Međugorje at the time and one of the best known of the witnesses to the events in 
Međugorje. 
It will be impossible to ever count all of the famous people that have visited Međugorje over the past decades. Many 
came in secret to pray, tour the shrine and gave the media a wide berth. The list of persons of international fame, 
however, that made the pilgrimage to the shrine of the Queen of Peace is a long one. And their testimonies have 
often been memorable. 'Faith helps me to acquire the blessing of tolerance and to comprehend the true size of 
things. In some way faith has brought me to Međugorje. From here I wish to take with me a message of peace,' said 
José Carreras, one of the greatest tenors of all time. He visited Međugorje in 1996 and staged a concert that is 



considered to be one of the top culture events held here in the twentieth century. Famed Italian singer Andrea 
Bocelli has also sung in Međugorje. He too kept a low profile when visiting St Jacob's church. 'I did not come to 
Međugorje to give messages, but to hear them,' said the famous Italian. Popular Hollywood actor Jim Caviezel, an 
artist who made his name playing Jesus in Mel Gibson's The Passion of the Christ, is also bound up in the story of 
Međugorje. He says that the place has played a special role in his life. 'I felt great love and peace in Međugorje, I felt 
that I could believe,' Caviezel said. 
 
A long list of celebrities 
 
The list of famous people that have visited Međugorje and found peace here has grown over the years – St Jacob's 
and Podbrdo have been visited over the years by former Italian president Francesco Cossiga, the long standing top 
man at the Formula One Group Bernie Ecclestone, actors Michael York and Martin Sheen, opera singer Cecilia Gasdia 
and many others. Also visiting Međugorje is Henryk Hoser, the special envoy of the Roman pontiff and an archbishop 
in Poland. He will be here during a part of the summer to work on improving pastoral work at the parish. 
 
Vatican special envoy arrives in Međugorje 
 
Pope Francis' special envoy for Međugorje, the Polish archbishop Henryk Hoser, arrived on the 29th of March in this 
Herzegovinian town known for the alleged apparitions of the Virgin Mary for a multi-month mission that aims to 
improve pastoral work with the over two million pilgrims that come here every year. Hoser arrived in the company 
of friar Miljenko Šteko, the provincial head of the Herzegovinian Franciscan province of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. They were received by friar Marinko Šakota, many priests and nuns. Polish archbishop Hoser 
was warmly greeted by several hundred parishioners in Međugorje and by the pilgrims visiting at the time of his 
arrival. The Roman pontiff's special envoy offered a prayer at the parish church of St Jacob, telling the gathered that 
the Virgin Mary was also considered to be the queen of Poland and called on them to receive her as the queen of 
their lives before making his way to the parish house. (Hina) 
 
By: Marijan Sivrić 



  
 

 
It has been just short of thirty-six years since the first  news of the apparition of the Queen of Peace – six witnesses claim to have 
seen her at Podbrdo in Bijakoviće in the Međugorje parish. 

  
 



  
 

   

 


